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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 . 1 1 4, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is eligible 
for continued examination under 37 CFR 1114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has 
been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on December 12, 2005 has been entered. Claims 1, 2, 
4-7, 11-13, 15. 16, 25 and 26 have been amended. Claims 1-26 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed December 12, 2005 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. Applicant argued that Erickson (US 5,765,152) operates on individual 
documents, and does not include selection of a list of files for setting protection status. Applicant 
further argued that Erickson does not describe sending and receiving a site map of folders and 
files within a computer file system form a server computer to a remote management computer. 
Examiner disagrees. 

3. Examiner would point out that. In response to applicant's arguments against the 
references individually, one cannot show nonobviousness by attacking references individually 
where the rejections are based on combinations of references. See In re Keller, 642 F.2d 413, 
208 USPQ 871 (CCPA 1981); In re Merck & Co., 800 F.2d 1091, 231 USPQ 375 (Fed. Cir. 
1986). In this case Glogau (WO 98/25373) teaches generating protection status information in 
response to selection by a user of a plurality of files in a site map [page 6 lines 4-14 and page 
18, lines 15-24] and sending the protection status information to a server computer [page 18, 
lines 15-24 and page 23, lines 5-22]. Examiner would further point out that, Erickson teaches an 
administrative computer for retrieving a site map of folders and files within a server computer file 
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system (note that the document 204 contains plurality of files, documents 204a-d and user can 
access any of the documents, col. 26, lines 5-14), the administration computer being remote 
from the server computer and communicatively coupled therewith (i.e., registration and 
authorization server 202, library 206 and author & user computers 210, 220 of figure 9 and 
column 25, lines 29-57 and column 26, lines 19-42). Examiner asserts that the art on record 
teaches the claimed limitations and therefore the rejection is respectfully maintained. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 1-6 and 17-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Glogau WO 98/25373 in view of Erickson US Patent 5,765,152. 

6. As per claims 1 , 4 and 25-26, Glogau teaches a method for protecting files distributed 
over a network, comprising: 

displaying a site map of folders and files (i.e., displaying a listing of selection of a 
website) in a server computer file system [page 6, lines 1-6, and page 18, lines 10-24]; 

generating protection status information in response to selection by a user of a plurality 
of files in the site map, the protection status information designating a plurality of files selected 
by the user as being protected files [page 6 lines 4-14 and page 18, lines 15-24]; and 

sending the protection status information to a sender computer [page 18, lines 15-24 and 
page 23, lines 5-22]; 
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downloading at least one file from the server computer to a client computer [page 7, 
lines 11-17 and page 19, lines 3-20]; and 

copy-protecting the at least one file by copy-protection software running on the client 
computer (see for example page 9, lines 18-22), if the at least one file is designated by the 
protection status information as being protected [page 19, line 22 - page 20 line 22]. Glogau 
further teaches that the invention may be implemented by a client computer system in 
combination of a web site computer system owner or any quantity of server or host computer 
systems [see page 33, lines 5-20]. Glogau does not explicitly teach an administrative computer 
for retrieving a site map of folders and files within a server computer file system, the 
administration computer being remote from the server computer and communicatively coupled 
therewith. However, within the same field of endeavor Erickson teaches a system and method 
for managing copyrighted electronic media [see abstract], including an administrative computer 
for retrieving a site map of folders and files within a server computer file system, the 
administration computer being remote from the server computer and communicatively coupled 
therewith (i.e., registration and authorization server 202, library 206 and author & user 
computers 210, 220 of figure 9 and column 25, lines 29-57 and column 26, lines 19-42]. It would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicants invention to 
employ the teachings of Erickson within the system of Glogau in order to allow remote 
administration of copy protection system thereby enhancing the security of the system. 

7. As per claims 2 and 5, Glogau further teaches the method wherein aid displaying 
displays the site map together with a corresponding protection status for each file in the site 
map, and wherein the method further comprises tote step of modifying protection status of a 
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plurality of files, and wherein said sending sends modified protection status information to the 
sen/er computer [page 6 lines 4-14 and page 18, lines 15-24]. 

8. As per claims 3 and 6, Glogau further teaches the method further comprising recording 
the protection status information in a protection status database [page 23, lines 16-23]. 

9. As per claims 17- 20, Glogau further teaches the system wherein the copy-protection 
module residing on the client computer blocks the ability to capture data of a file being displayed 
on a computer screen, wherein the file being displayed is an image file [page 24, lines 3-14]. 

10. As per claims 21-24, Glogau further teaches the method wherein, generating generates 
protection status information designating all images within a folder / web page as being 
protected, in response to selection by the user of the folder / web page [page 23, lines 5-15]. 

11. Claims 7-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Glogau 
WO 98/25373 in view of Granger et al. US Patent 6,480,959 B1 (hereinafter Granger) and 
further in view of Erickson US Patent 5,765,152. 

12. As per claims 7, 1 1, 15, 16 Glogau teaches a method for protecting files distributed over 
a network. Comprising: 

displaying a site map of folders and files (i.e., displaying a listing of selection of a 
website) in a server computer file system [page 6, lines 1-6, and page 18, lines 10-24] ; 

generating protection status information in response to selection by a user of a plurality 
of files in the site map, the protection status information designating a plurality of files selected 
by the user as being protected files [page 6 lines 4-14 and page 18, lines 15-24]; and 
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sending the protection status information to a server computer [page 18, lines 15-24 and 
page 23, lines 5-22]; 

downloading at least one file from the server computer to a client computer [page 7, 
lines 11-17 and page 19, lines 3-20]. Furthermore, Glogau teaches protecting the at least one 
file by copy-protection software running on the client computer, if the at least one file is 
designated by the protection status information as being protected [page 19, line 22 - page 20 
line 22 and page 20 lines 2- page21 line 5]. Glogau is silent of encrypting at least one file on the 
server computer, if the at least one file is designated by the protection status information as 
being protected. 

However, copy protection of information by encryption is well known in the art. For 
example Granger teaches a method for copy protection of software applications including 
encrypting files for copy protection [see abstract and column 6, lines 14-44]. Therefore it would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
employ the copy protection by encrypting files as taught by Granger within the copy protection 
method of Glogau thereby enhancing the security of the system from unauthorized use. 

Glogau further teaches that the invention may be implemented by a client computer 
system in combination of a web site computer system owner or any quantity of server or host 
computer systems [see page 33, lines 5-20]. Glogau does not explicitly teach an administrative 
computer for retrieving a site map of folders and files within a server computer file system, the 
administration computer being remote from the server computer and communicatively coupled 
therewith. However, within the same field of endeavor Erickson teaches a system and method 
for managing copyrighted electronic media [see abstract], including an administrative computer 
for retrieving a site map of folders and files within a server computer file system, the 
administration computer being remote from the server computer and communicatively coupled 
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therewith (i.e., registration and authorization server 202, library 206 and author & user 
computers 210, 220 of figure 9 and column 25, lines 29-57 and column 26, lines 19-42]. It would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's invention to 
employ the teachings of Erickson within the system of Glogau-Granger in order to allow remote 
administration of copy protection system thereby enhancing the security of the system. 

13. As per claims 8 and 12, Glogau further teaches downloading at least one file from the 
server computer to a client computer [page 7, lines 11-17 and page 19, lines 3-20]; and copy- 
protecting the at least one file by copy-protection software running on the client computer, if the 
at least one file is designated by the protection status information as being protected [page 19, 
line 22 - page 20 line 22] and Granger teaches an encryption method for copy protection of files 
see abstract and column 6, lines 14-44]. 

14. As per claims 9 and 13, Granger further teaches decrypting encrypted files by decoding 
software running on client computer [column 6, lines 25-35]. 

15. As per claims 10 and 14, Glogau further teaches the file on the server computer is at 
least one image file [page 14, lines 18-24]. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Beemnet W. Dada whose telephone number is (571) 272-3847. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday (9:00 am - 5:30 pm). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kim Y. Vu can be reached on (571) 272-3859. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Beemnet Dada 




February 16, 2006 
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